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HONOR THY FATHERS 
SON OF ‘GREATEST GENERATION’ CAPTURES THE SPIRIT OF AMERICA— 

HER STRENGTHS, HER SACRIFICES, AND HER CHALLENGES 
 

 

 

 
IN THE SUMMER OF 1939—with the world balanced between the Great 

Depression and the gathering winds of war—young Jack Newkirk set off 
on a rickety Harley-Davidson to see both the 1939 New York World’s Fair 
and San Francisco’s glittering Golden Gate International Exposition.  He 
had no way of knowing it was the autumn of his youth—and that his gen-
eration would soon be thrust into the most devastating conflict in history. 

Seven decades later, author John J. Newkirk retraces this epic ride 
with his father, Jack, in silent hope the old soldier will still be proud of the 
America he fought for.  Each mile brings discovery as the author learns of 
his father’s life on the road, of World War II in the South Pacific, and of his 
heroic namesake: Squadron Leader of the legendary Flying Tigers. 

The result is quintessential Americana—a sweeping portrait of the grit, 
guts, ingenuity and sacrifice that defined a nation—and a timely lesson 
from the Greatest Generation on how, with perseverance, we can over-
come our most pressing challenges. 

 
The Old Man And The Harley: A Last Ride Through Our Father’s America (Thomas Nelson, Nashville) 
is a story 350 years in the making—and a poignant farewell a generation. 
 

“A riveting literary journey…”   “A delightful blend of history–and history in the making…” 
 Neil Pond, American Profile    Ellen Nelson, Serenity Magazine 
 

1st Place (Best Feature)    “A great heritage…” 
Landmark Community Newspapers   Brig. General “Tex” Hill 

 
About The Author 
 
John J. Newkirk is a graduate of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York where he received 
1st Prize in the McKinney Writing Competition from author Donald Barthelme. His father served in the U.S. 
Navy’s Lion 4 Advanced Base Unit in the South Pacific during World War II.  A native New Yorker, Newkirk 
now lives on a ranch west of Denver with his wife, daughters, and two Harleys. 
 
 

NOTE:  In the summer of 2009 – the 70th Anniversary of the 1939 New York World’s Fair – the author will be 
somewhere between New York City and San Francisco on his restored 1932 Harley-Davidson VL Big Twin. 

To schedule an interview, contact the author at (303) 898-1186 or visit www.theoldmanandtheharley.com 


